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Introduction	
  

In	
  April	
  1832	
  the	
  surgeon	
  Dr.	
  John	
  Mewburn,	
  then	
  44,	
  set	
  out	
  for	
  Canada	
  in	
  the	
  Columbus	
  from	
  
Whitby	
  in	
  North	
  Yorkshire	
  where	
  he	
  practised.	
  	
  He	
  took	
  his	
  wife	
  and	
  all	
  ten	
  living	
  children.	
  	
  	
  

The	
  journey	
  was	
  to	
  take	
  some	
  six	
  weeks	
  by	
  sail.	
  	
  Within	
  the	
  first	
  few	
  days	
  three	
  of	
  the	
  children	
  had	
  
died	
  of	
  scarlet	
  fever.	
  	
  John,	
  however,	
  organised	
  divine	
  service	
  twice	
  daily	
  and	
  encouraged	
  bible	
  study	
  
in	
  the	
  hours	
  between.	
  	
  These	
  activities	
  strengthened	
  everyone’s	
  resolve	
  and	
  helped	
  them	
  through	
  the	
  
early	
  difficulties.	
  	
  	
  

John	
  kept	
  a	
  Journal	
  of	
  his	
  voyage	
  to	
  Canada.	
  	
  It	
  is	
  an	
  important	
  piece	
  of	
  social	
  commentary.	
  	
  It	
  
illuminates	
  the	
  difficulties	
  of	
  early	
  travellers	
  and	
  the	
  real	
  danger	
  they	
  all	
  faced	
  when	
  committing	
  to	
  
such	
  a	
  journey.	
  	
  It	
  also	
  provides	
  a	
  significant	
  insight	
  to	
  attitudes,	
  aspirations	
  and	
  mores	
  among	
  the	
  
professional	
  classes	
  or	
  minor	
  gentry	
  of	
  the	
  time	
  –	
  the	
  Mewburns	
  were	
  much	
  the	
  most	
  distinguished	
  
of	
  the	
  240	
  or	
  so	
  passengers.	
  

The	
  whereabouts	
  of	
  the	
  manuscript	
  is	
  unknown.	
  	
  All	
  that	
  survives	
  is	
  a	
  typescript,	
  itself	
  prepared	
  from	
  
an	
  earlier	
  typescript.	
  	
  At	
  the	
  end	
  is	
  the	
  comment:	
  

“The	
  above	
  document	
  was	
  retyped	
  from	
  a	
  nearly	
  illegible	
  copy	
  –	
  though	
  not	
  the	
  original.	
  	
  
Nothing	
  of	
  the	
  spelling,	
  sentence	
  structure	
  or	
  punctuation	
  has	
  been	
  changed.	
  	
  Mary	
  Gordon,	
  
August	
  2003.”	
  

Mary	
  Gordon	
  is	
  of	
  a	
  line	
  of	
  Mewburn	
  descent	
  that	
  moved	
  to	
  the	
  USA	
  in	
  the	
  1860s.	
  

This	
  paper	
  provides	
  scanned	
  images	
  of	
  Mary	
  Gordon’s	
  typescript,	
  with	
  her	
  permission,	
  with	
  notes	
  by	
  
the	
  present	
  author	
  (who	
  is	
  not	
  related	
  to	
  the	
  Mewburns,	
  but	
  is	
  a	
  genealogist	
  and	
  family	
  historian,	
  
with	
  a	
  close	
  friend	
  in	
  the	
  UK	
  who	
  is	
  descended	
  from	
  the	
  Canadian	
  Mewburns).	
  

There	
  has	
  been	
  no	
  further	
  transcription	
  to	
  avoid	
  any	
  possibility	
  of	
  additional	
  error.	
  	
  That	
  allows	
  
pagination	
  from	
  the	
  Gordon	
  typescript	
  to	
  be	
  retained	
  and	
  enables	
  links	
  to	
  notes	
  and	
  references	
  to	
  be	
  
added	
  below	
  each	
  typescript	
  page,	
  thus	
  retaining	
  immediacy	
  and	
  relevance.	
  	
  There	
  are	
  a	
  few	
  spelling	
  
errors,	
  which	
  have	
  been	
  listed,1	
  but	
  their	
  origin	
  cannot	
  be	
  determined.	
  

There	
  is	
  no	
  reason	
  to	
  doubt	
  the	
  authenticity	
  of	
  the	
  Journal.	
  	
  The	
  facts	
  match	
  all	
  that	
  is	
  known	
  of	
  these	
  
Mewburns	
  from	
  both	
  their	
  history	
  in	
  England	
  and	
  their	
  subsequent	
  history	
  in	
  Canada.	
  	
  The	
  language	
  
used	
  by	
  John	
  is	
  contemporary	
  and	
  his	
  concerns	
  are	
  very	
  much	
  as	
  would	
  be	
  expected	
  of	
  someone	
  of	
  
his	
  class	
  at	
  the	
  time.	
  	
  	
  

A	
  short	
  passage	
  on	
  the	
  genealogy	
  of	
  John	
  Mewburn	
  has	
  been	
  added	
  to	
  provide	
  additional	
  context.	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
1 Dr Ian G Macdonald, FBCS, MSc genealogical studies. Tutor in online post-graduate genealogical studies at 
the University of Strathclyde. 



The	
  Journal	
  

	
  

1832	
  Journal	
  of	
  Dr	
  John	
  Mewburn,	
  page	
  1	
  

Notes	
  and	
  References:	
  	
  	
  
! Eliza	
  Ann	
  Chilton2
! Death	
  of	
  children,	
  3	
  The	
  Times	
  report4



	
   3	
  

	
  

	
  

1832	
  Journal	
  of	
  Dr	
  John	
  Mewburn,	
  page	
  2	
  

Notes	
  and	
  references:	
  	
  
! The	
  children’s	
  bodies?5	
  Record	
  of	
  burial6
! Long	
  Hope7	
  

	
  



	
   4	
  

	
  

	
  
1832	
  Journal	
  of	
  Dr	
  John	
  Mewburn,	
  page	
  3	
  

Notes	
  and	
  references:	
  	
  
! Stromaess	
  and	
  Main	
  Land8	
  
! The	
  Wilsons9	
  	
  
! Hannah	
  Gibson10	
  
! George	
  Young	
  and	
  his	
  lectures11	
  

	
  



	
   5	
  

	
  
1832	
  Journal	
  of	
  Dr	
  John	
  Mewburn,	
  page	
  4	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  



	
   6	
  

	
  
1832	
  Journal	
  of	
  Dr	
  John	
  Mewburn,	
  page	
  5	
  

Notes	
  and	
  references:	
  	
  
! Latitude	
  of	
  4112	
  

	
  



	
   7	
  

	
  
1832	
  Journal	
  of	
  Dr	
  John	
  Mewburn,	
  page	
  6	
  

Notes	
  and	
  references:	
  	
  
! The	
  Helen	
  of	
  Aberdeen13	
  
! The	
  Campion	
  and	
  the	
  Westminster14	
  
! Aunt	
  Mary15	
  



	
   8	
  

	
  

1832	
  Journal	
  of	
  Dr	
  John	
  Mewburn,	
  page	
  7	
  

! Hawes16	
  
! The	
  whole	
  duty	
  of	
  man17	
  

	
  

	
  



	
   9	
  

	
  

1832	
  Journal	
  of	
  Dr	
  John	
  Mewburn,	
  page	
  8	
  

Notes	
  and	
  references:	
  	
  
! Lobscouse18	
  	
  
! Provisions19	
  

	
  

	
  



	
   10	
  

	
  

1832	
  Journal	
  of	
  Dr	
  John	
  Mewburn,	
  page	
  9	
  

Notes	
  and	
  references:	
  	
  
! Youth	
  and	
  Cottage	
  magazines20	
  

	
  

	
  



	
   11	
  

	
  

1832	
  Journal	
  of	
  Dr	
  John	
  Mewburn,	
  page	
  10	
  

Notes	
  and	
  references:	
  	
  
! Quarantine	
  station	
  and	
  Cholera21	
  
! Margaret	
  Davidson22	
  
! St.	
  Paul	
  island23	
  



	
   12	
  

	
  

1832	
  Journal	
  of	
  Dr	
  John	
  Mewburn,	
  page	
  11	
  

Notes	
  and	
  references:	
  	
  
! Bouchette24	
  

	
  

	
  



	
   13	
  

	
  

1832	
  Journal	
  of	
  Dr	
  John	
  Mewburn,	
  page	
  12	
  

Notes	
  and	
  references:	
  	
  
! Chambly25	
  
! Governor	
  of	
  Quebec26	
  
! Dr.	
  Skey27	
  

	
  

	
  



	
   14	
  

	
  

1832	
  Journal	
  of	
  Dr	
  John	
  Mewburn,	
  page	
  13	
  

Notes	
  and	
  references:	
  	
  
! Lady	
  Aylmer28	
  
! The	
  Lord	
  Bishop,	
  Chief	
  Justice	
  and	
  Archdeacon29	
  

	
  
	
  

	
  

	
  



	
   15	
  

Dating	
  the	
  Voyage	
  

There	
  is	
  some	
  uncertainty	
  and	
  discrepancies	
  over	
  dates	
  for	
  the	
  voyage.	
  	
  	
  
• Whitby	
  museum	
  has	
  a	
  poster	
  used	
  at	
  the	
  time	
  to	
  advertise	
  the	
  journey.	
  	
  The	
  poster	
  says	
  simply	
  

that	
  the	
  newly	
  built	
  Columbus,	
  of	
  750	
  tons,	
  would	
  leave	
  “about	
  the	
  first	
  week	
  in	
  April”	
  and	
  names	
  
H.	
  Barrick	
  as	
  the	
  ‘Commander’.	
  	
  The	
  Barricks	
  built	
  the	
  ship.	
  

• Four	
  other	
  sources	
  provide	
  information	
  –	
  the	
  Journal;	
  a	
  list	
  of	
  arrivals	
  posted	
  on	
  TheShipsList	
  
website	
  based	
  on	
  local	
  newspapers;	
  a	
  brief	
  note	
  by	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  passengers,	
  William	
  Hewgill;	
  a	
  
published	
  letter	
  by	
  another	
  of	
  the	
  passengers,	
  J.	
  Dixon.	
  

• John	
  Mewburn’s	
  Journal	
  starts	
  on	
  09	
  April	
  and	
  refers	
  immediately	
  to	
  “the	
  first	
  melancholy	
  week”	
  
thus	
  creating	
  an	
  impression	
  of	
  an	
  early	
  April	
  departure.	
  	
  He	
  makes	
  many	
  references	
  to	
  Captain	
  
Muir	
  in	
  charge	
  of	
  the	
  ship,	
  and	
  appears	
  to	
  say	
  that	
  he	
  and	
  the	
  captain	
  went	
  ashore	
  at	
  Quebec	
  on	
  
24	
  May.	
  	
  A	
  newspaper	
  account	
  describes	
  the	
  children’s	
  burial	
  as	
  taking	
  place	
  on	
  the	
  25th	
  which	
  
supports	
  that	
  view	
  of	
  John’s	
  arrival.	
  	
  	
  

• TheShipsList.com	
  lists	
  the	
  “ship	
  Columbus,	
  467	
  [sic]	
  tons,	
  under	
  Captain	
  Bagg	
  [H.	
  Barrick]”	
  
which	
  is	
  said	
  to	
  have	
  left	
  Whitby	
  on	
  13	
  April	
  with	
  240	
  passengers	
  and	
  to	
  have	
  arrived	
  on	
  27	
  
May.	
  	
  We	
  know	
  that	
  Barrick	
  was	
  the	
  ‘Commander’	
  not	
  the	
  Captain	
  (Mr	
  Muir)	
  and	
  it	
  is	
  reasonable	
  
to	
  suppose	
  that	
  the	
  “Commander’s”	
  duties	
  were	
  simply	
  to	
  organise	
  the	
  event.	
  	
  .	
  	
  	
  

• A	
  family	
  website,	
  http://hewgillfamilyhistory.blogspot.com/	
  quotes	
  a	
  brief	
  entry	
  from	
  the	
  
notebook	
  of	
  a	
  passenger,	
  William	
  Hewgill,	
  as	
  saying:	
  
“Sailed	
  from	
  Whitby	
  …	
  on	
  board	
  the	
  Columbus	
  new	
  ship	
  of	
  750	
  ton	
  further	
  having	
  on	
  board	
  245	
  
passengers	
  for	
  Quebec	
  on	
  Monday	
  at	
  4	
  Clock,	
  in	
  the	
  afternoon	
  on	
  the	
  16th	
  day	
  of	
  April	
  1832”.	
  	
  
He	
  gives	
  no	
  date	
  for	
  the	
  arrival	
  but	
  says	
  it	
  was	
  a	
  Sunday	
  [which	
  suggests	
  May	
  27th].	
  	
  	
  

• Then	
  there	
  is	
  a	
  letter	
  from	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  steerage	
  passengers,	
  a	
  Mr.	
  J.	
  Dixon,	
  to	
  Mr.	
  R.	
  Frankland	
  of	
  
Whitby	
  published	
  in	
  the	
  Whitby	
  Repository	
  and	
  Monthly	
  Miscellany,	
  Volume	
  III,	
  February	
  1833.	
  	
  
This	
  also	
  gives	
  16	
  April	
  as	
  the	
  start	
  date	
  and	
  provides	
  a	
  day-­‐to-­‐day	
  account	
  (mainly	
  of	
  the	
  
weather).	
  	
  It	
  gives	
  Sunday	
  27th	
  May	
  as	
  the	
  arrival	
  at	
  Quebec	
  and	
  prior	
  to	
  that	
  says:	
  
“26th,	
  Strong	
  fair	
  wind	
  up	
  the	
  river,	
  by	
  four	
  o'clock	
  in	
  the	
  afternoon	
  arrived	
  within	
  twenty-­‐four	
  
miles	
  of	
  Quebec,	
  where	
  we	
  had	
  to	
  anchor	
  with	
  many	
  other	
  ships	
  until	
  our	
  captain	
  and	
  doctor	
  went	
  
on	
  shore	
  to	
  the	
  doctor's	
  station	
  for	
  the	
  purpose	
  of	
  filing	
  a	
  bill	
  of	
  health;	
  we	
  rode	
  until	
  seven	
  o'clock	
  
next	
  night.”	
  	
  	
  

The	
  Journal	
  and	
  the	
  Dixon	
  letter	
  are	
  the	
  two	
  most	
  informative	
  pieces.	
  	
  The	
  Mewburn	
  Journal	
  has	
  few	
  
dates	
  –	
  being	
  more	
  of	
  an	
  atmospheric	
  account	
  rather	
  than	
  a	
  diary;	
  the	
  letter	
  has	
  every	
  day	
  accounted	
  
for	
  but	
  was	
  presumably	
  written	
  some	
  time	
  later	
  based	
  on	
  notes	
  that	
  may	
  or	
  may	
  not	
  have	
  been	
  made	
  
on	
  the	
  individual	
  dates.	
  	
  TheShipsList	
  entries	
  are	
  derived	
  from	
  secondary	
  accounts	
  and	
  may	
  not	
  be	
  
reliable.	
  	
  

The	
  Dixon	
  letter	
  and	
  the	
  Hewgill	
  note	
  are	
  each	
  quite	
  specific	
  about	
  departure	
  on	
  the	
  16th	
  April	
  (either	
  
‘evening’	
  or	
  16.00)	
  so	
  is	
  the	
  Mewburn	
  Journal	
  wrong?	
  	
  Could	
  transcription	
  errors	
  mean	
  that	
  9	
  April	
  
was	
  really	
  19	
  April	
  while	
  10	
  April	
  was	
  20?	
  	
  Dixon	
  claims	
  that	
  on	
  the	
  18th	
  “we	
  went	
  through	
  the	
  Firth	
  
about	
  six	
  o’clock	
  this	
  evening”.	
  	
  Mewburn	
  has	
  it	
  as	
  ten	
  o’clock	
  in	
  the	
  Pentland	
  Firth,	
  apparently	
  on	
  the	
  
10th.	
  	
  It	
  is	
  around	
  300	
  nautical	
  miles	
  so	
  readily	
  achieved	
  in	
  two	
  days	
  as	
  needed	
  by	
  the	
  Dixon	
  version.	
  	
  	
  

Hewgill	
  adds	
  that	
  on	
  the	
  27th	
  “we	
  heard	
  that	
  Mr.Mewburn	
  was	
  at	
  Quebec”	
  so	
  it	
  seems	
  that	
  John	
  had	
  
left	
  the	
  ship	
  and	
  gone	
  on	
  ahead.	
  	
  Steamers	
  did	
  ply	
  between	
  the	
  quarantine	
  station	
  at	
  Grosse	
  Ile	
  and	
  
Quebec.	
  	
  This	
  would	
  account	
  for	
  the	
  children’s	
  burials	
  on	
  Friday	
  25th.	
  

It	
  seems	
  likely	
  from	
  all	
  this	
  that	
  April	
  16th	
  was	
  the	
  departure	
  date	
  and	
  that	
  May	
  27th	
  was	
  the	
  arrival	
  
date,	
  though	
  John	
  Mewburn	
  had	
  gone	
  ahead	
  probably	
  on	
  the	
  evening	
  of	
  the	
  24th.	
  

	
  

	
  



	
   16	
  

Genealogical	
  context	
  

John	
  Mewburn	
  was	
  born	
  25th	
  July	
  1788	
  at	
  Bishop	
  Middleham,	
  County	
  Durham30	
  (and	
  baptised	
  on	
  the	
  
27th)31	
  to	
  Francis	
  Mewburn,	
  an	
  apothecary/surgeon,	
  and	
  his	
  wife	
  Eleanor	
  Johnson.	
  	
  John,	
  as	
  the	
  
second	
  son,	
  was	
  educated	
  for	
  medicine	
  since	
  inheritance	
  was	
  unlikely	
  to	
  come	
  his	
  way.	
  

As	
  the	
  final	
  stage	
  in	
  his	
  schooling,	
  from	
  1801,	
  he	
  attended	
  a	
  private	
  school	
  in	
  Whitby,	
  run	
  by	
  a	
  Mr	
  
Routh.32	
  	
  A	
  fellow	
  pupil	
  at	
  Routh’s	
  was	
  William	
  Scoresby	
  Jr.	
  the	
  whaler,	
  Arctic	
  explorer	
  and	
  cleric.	
  	
  
Scoresby	
  recollected33	
  that:	
  	
  

“Towards	
  the	
  close	
  of	
  the	
  autumn	
  of	
  this	
  year	
  (1806),	
  a	
  school-­‐fellow	
  of	
  mine	
  made	
  a	
  
preparation	
  for	
  a	
  journey	
  to	
  Edinburgh,	
  with	
  a	
  view	
  to	
  studying	
  physic.”	
  …	
  “In	
  my	
  fellow	
  
student,	
  whom	
  I	
  accompanied	
  from	
  Whitby	
  (Mr	
  John	
  Mewburn),	
  I	
  had	
  an	
  agreeable	
  and	
  
intelligent	
  companion.”	
  

They	
  shared	
  lodgings	
  in	
  Edinburgh	
  for	
  a	
  time,	
  but	
  Mewburn	
  spent	
  only	
  one	
  year	
  there	
  and	
  did	
  not	
  
take	
  a	
  degree.34	
  	
  His	
  father’s	
  accounts	
  then	
  mention	
  the	
  next	
  stage:35	
  

“John	
  Mewburn	
  went	
  to	
  London	
  Tuesday	
  12	
  O’clock	
  25th	
  Augt.	
  1807	
  &	
  arrived	
  there	
  
Monday	
  Morning	
  about	
  six	
  O’clock	
  &	
  admitted	
  the	
  Day	
  following	
  a	
  Dresser	
  at	
  St.	
  
Thomas’s	
  Hospital	
  under	
  Mr.	
  Birch”	
  

He	
  was	
  examined	
  for	
  the	
  Diploma	
  at	
  the	
  Royal	
  College	
  of	
  Surgeons	
  of	
  London	
  on	
  06	
  May	
  1808,36	
  paid	
  
his	
  £16	
  10s	
  fee,	
  and	
  is	
  listed	
  as	
  a	
  Member	
  (MRCS)	
  thereafter.37	
  	
  At	
  that	
  point	
  he	
  was	
  20	
  and	
  had	
  
apparently	
  been	
  studying	
  for	
  only	
  18	
  months.	
  	
  However,	
  he	
  volunteered	
  to	
  deal	
  with	
  Peninsular	
  War	
  
casualties	
  from	
  the	
  Battle	
  of	
  Corunna	
  as	
  an	
  assistant	
  surgeon	
  at	
  Haslow	
  Hospital,	
  Southampton	
  in	
  
early	
  1809.38	
  	
  Later	
  that	
  year,	
  further	
  training	
  at	
  Guys	
  Hospital,	
  London	
  gained	
  him	
  certificates	
  in	
  
physiology	
  and	
  midwifery	
  under	
  John	
  Haighton	
  and	
  surgery	
  under	
  ‘Asttley	
  Coopers’.39	
  	
  	
  

In	
  May	
  1809,	
  John	
  entered	
  into	
  a	
  partnership	
  with	
  his	
  father	
  at	
  the	
  practice	
  in	
  Whitby,40	
  thereafter	
  
known	
  as	
  Mewburn	
  &	
  Son.	
  

He	
  married	
  Sophia	
  Moore	
  at	
  Wyberton	
  in	
  Lincolnshire	
  on	
  16th	
  April	
  1810.41	
  Sophia,	
  however,	
  died	
  on	
  
30th	
  March	
  1811.42	
  	
  On	
  27th	
  April	
  1813	
  John	
  then	
  married	
  Henrietta	
  Chilton	
  at	
  Whitby.43	
  	
  The	
  Chiltons	
  
were	
  prosperous	
  local	
  merchants	
  and	
  ship-­‐owners	
  and	
  their	
  name	
  has	
  been	
  carried	
  through	
  many	
  
generations	
  of	
  the	
  Mewburn	
  family	
  as	
  a	
  given	
  name.	
  	
  	
  

John	
  practised	
  at	
  Skinner	
  Street	
  in	
  Whitby.44	
  	
  He	
  was	
  active	
  in	
  antiquarian	
  circles	
  as	
  a	
  committee	
  
member	
  for	
  the	
  Whitby	
  Literary	
  and	
  Philosophical	
  Society	
  from	
  1824	
  to	
  1829;	
  curator	
  of	
  the	
  
museum	
  from	
  1830	
  and	
  contributor	
  of	
  “an	
  Alligator,	
  a	
  Seal,	
  a	
  Bat,	
  two	
  Bears	
  Heads”45	
  and	
  then	
  “a	
  
valuable	
  collection	
  of	
  petrifactions	
  and	
  rock	
  specimens	
  from	
  Kent.”	
  	
  	
  

In	
  Canada,	
  the	
  family	
  settled	
  first	
  at	
  York	
  (which	
  in	
  1834	
  became	
  the	
  City	
  of	
  Toronto)	
  in	
  the	
  Niagara	
  
area	
  of	
  Upper	
  Canada.	
  	
  John	
  took	
  an	
  active	
  role	
  in	
  local	
  affairs.	
  	
  Within	
  a	
  year	
  he	
  was	
  a	
  magistrate46	
  
and	
  by	
  1846	
  he	
  also	
  held	
  a	
  post	
  as	
  coroner.	
  	
  

Attractively	
  priced	
  land	
  grants	
  were	
  a	
  feature	
  in	
  Upper	
  Canada	
  at	
  this	
  time	
  and	
  John	
  applied	
  for	
  one	
  
in	
  1834.47	
  	
  This	
  was	
  successful	
  and	
  he	
  settled	
  at	
  Stamford,	
  Welland	
  County	
  on	
  lot	
  56.	
  	
  He	
  was	
  listed	
  
with	
  his	
  wife	
  and	
  three	
  children	
  at	
  Stamford	
  in	
  the	
  1852	
  census.48	
  Much	
  later,	
  in	
  the	
  agricultural	
  
census	
  of	
  1861,	
  John	
  was	
  still	
  occupying	
  a	
  3-­‐acre	
  portion	
  next	
  to	
  100-­‐acres	
  being	
  farmed	
  by	
  his	
  
nephew	
  Francis.	
  	
  Son	
  Harrison	
  was	
  farming	
  another	
  100-­‐acres	
  on	
  lot	
  55.	
  

Things	
  were	
  going	
  well	
  and	
  after	
  his	
  first	
  year	
  John	
  was	
  even	
  inspired	
  to	
  write	
  a	
  piece	
  about	
  the	
  
benefits	
  of	
  Canada.	
  	
  Entitled	
  “A	
  Letter	
  to	
  Mr	
  Stickney49	
  of	
  Holderness”	
  it	
  was	
  an	
  open	
  letter	
  intended	
  
for	
  publication	
  and	
  to	
  encourage	
  emigration,	
  though	
  notionally	
  offering	
  a	
  candid	
  view	
  of	
  the	
  situation	
  
there.	
  	
  He	
  had	
  no	
  doubt	
  that	
  Canada	
  could	
  offer	
  almost	
  all	
  that	
  England	
  did	
  (apart	
  from	
  decent	
  
accommodation	
  in	
  taverns!)	
  and	
  for	
  much	
  less	
  money.	
  	
  Interestingly	
  he	
  quantifies	
  this:	
  



	
   17	
  

“No	
  labouring	
  man	
  or	
  mechanic	
  with	
  a	
  large	
  family,	
  should	
  venture	
  here	
  without	
  £10	
  to	
  
£20	
  after	
  landing	
  at	
  Quebec;	
  a	
  farmer,	
  one	
  of	
  our	
  smaller	
  class,	
  £200,	
  the	
  better	
  sort,	
  
£500;	
  and	
  a	
  gentleman	
  who	
  has	
  a	
  family	
  to	
  maintain,	
  from	
  £800	
  to	
  £1000,	
  together	
  with	
  
a	
  permanent	
  income	
  of	
  from	
  £50	
  to	
  £150	
  per	
  annum.”	
  50	
  

We	
  can	
  assume	
  he	
  fell	
  in	
  the	
  last	
  category.	
  

John	
  was	
  sufficiently	
  notable51	
  that	
  his	
  career	
  was	
  sketched	
  out	
  in	
  Caniff’s	
  (1894)	
  The	
  Medical	
  
Profession	
  in	
  Canada.52	
  	
  He	
  died	
  of	
  apoplexy	
  in	
  186453	
  but	
  had	
  certainly	
  achieved	
  his	
  aim	
  of	
  creating	
  a	
  
new	
  life	
  for	
  the	
  family	
  when	
  uprooting	
  them	
  in	
  1832.	
  	
  	
  

	
  

	
  

Dr	
  John	
  Mewburn,	
  his	
  children	
  and	
  grandchildren	
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1	
  	
   Probable	
  typographical	
  errors:	
  

• page	
  3,	
  line	
  1	
  –	
  ‘Stromaess’	
  is	
  ‘Stromness’.	
  See	
  note	
  8	
  
• page	
  3,	
  line	
  4	
  –	
  first	
  ‘to’	
  should	
  be	
  ‘too’	
  
• page	
  3,	
  line	
  14	
  –	
  ‘find’	
  should	
  be	
  ‘fine’	
  
• page	
  5,	
  line	
  2	
  –	
  ‘miscries’	
  probably	
  ‘miseries’	
  
• page	
  7,	
  line	
  25	
  –	
  ‘Caption’	
  must	
  be	
  ‘Captain’	
  
• page	
  11,	
  line	
  14	
  –	
  ‘work’	
  should	
  be	
  ‘word’	
  
• page	
  12,	
  line	
  9	
  –	
  ‘June	
  31’	
  must	
  be	
  ‘May	
  31’	
  

2	
  	
   Eliza	
  Ann	
  Chilton	
  (b.	
  1808)	
  was	
  a	
  sister	
  to	
  John’s	
  wife	
  Henrietta.	
  	
  She	
  was	
  the	
  youngest	
  child	
  of	
  
Harrison	
  Chilton	
  (1758-­‐1838)	
  of	
  Whitby,	
  John’s	
  father-­‐in-­‐law.	
  

3	
  	
   The	
  children	
  must	
  have	
  fallen	
  ill	
  before	
  they	
  embarked	
  and	
  John	
  clearly	
  knew	
  that	
  death	
  was	
  
likely	
  for	
  some	
  of	
  them.	
  	
  In	
  the	
  days	
  before	
  antibiotics	
  there	
  was	
  no	
  realistic	
  treatment.	
  	
  Staying	
  
at	
  home	
  would	
  not	
  have	
  affected	
  the	
  outcome.	
  	
  	
  

4	
  	
   Obituaries.	
  	
  The	
  Times.	
  03	
  July	
  1832.	
  London.	
  
5	
  	
   John	
  tells	
  us	
  that	
  the	
  bodies	
  were	
  interred	
  at	
  Quebec	
  (note	
  6).	
  	
  He	
  says	
  nothing	
  though	
  about	
  

how	
  the	
  bodies	
  were	
  kept	
  for	
  the	
  six	
  weeks	
  or	
  so	
  before	
  they	
  got	
  there.	
  	
  There	
  were	
  deaths	
  also	
  
among	
  steerage	
  passengers	
  but	
  they	
  were	
  immediately	
  buried	
  at	
  sea.	
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6	
  	
   TheShipsList.com	
  (http://www.theshipslist.com/ships/Arrivals/1832a.shtml)	
  provides	
  the	
  

following	
  quotation	
  (from	
  the	
  Quebec	
  Gazette,	
  Monday	
  May	
  28th)	
  relating	
  to	
  the	
  children’s	
  
burial:	
  
“Died:—	
  At	
  sea,	
  on	
  their	
  passage	
  out	
  to	
  Quebec,	
  Rebecca,	
  Eleanor,	
  and	
  Arthur,	
  children	
  of	
  John	
  
Newton	
  [sic	
  Mewburn],	
  Esq.	
  surgeon,	
  late	
  of	
  Whitby.	
  	
  Their	
  remains	
  were	
  interred	
  in	
  one	
  grave	
  
in	
  the	
  Protestant	
  Burying	
  ground,	
  Quebec,	
  on	
  Friday	
  noon,	
  May	
  25th	
  1832.	
  	
  The	
  funeral	
  service	
  
was	
  performed	
  by	
  the	
  Ven.	
  the	
  Archdeacon.”	
  

7	
  	
   Longhope	
  is	
  a	
  port	
  on	
  South	
  Walls,	
  on	
  the	
  south	
  of	
  Orkney	
  only	
  a	
  short	
  way	
  north	
  of	
  the	
  island	
  
of	
  Stroma.	
  

8	
  	
   On	
  line	
  one,	
  the	
  place	
  must	
  be	
  Stromness,	
  in	
  Orkney.	
  	
  They	
  had	
  already	
  passed	
  Stroma	
  in	
  the	
  
Pentland	
  Firth	
  at	
  the	
  top	
  of	
  Scotland	
  and	
  Stromness	
  was	
  then	
  not	
  far	
  north	
  on	
  Mainland,	
  Orkney.	
  

9	
  	
   At	
  least	
  half	
  a	
  dozen	
  John	
  Wilson’s	
  were	
  born	
  at	
  Whitby	
  within	
  a	
  reasonable	
  time	
  frame.	
  	
  Much	
  
the	
  most	
  likely	
  candidate	
  is	
  the	
  John	
  who	
  married	
  Ann	
  Foxton	
  at	
  Whitby	
  in	
  1814	
  and	
  whose	
  
three	
  youngest	
  children	
  were	
  Mary	
  Foxton	
  Wilson	
  (1820),	
  William	
  Foxton	
  Wilson	
  (1822)	
  and	
  
John	
  Foxton	
  Wilson	
  (1829).	
  	
  A	
  John	
  Wilson	
  did	
  travel	
  on	
  the	
  Chambly	
  at	
  the	
  same	
  time	
  as	
  the	
  
Mewburns,	
  with	
  a	
  wife	
  and	
  four	
  children	
  (one	
  was	
  over	
  12	
  but	
  no	
  baptism	
  has	
  been	
  found).	
  	
  
Later,	
  in	
  1837,	
  John	
  Mewburn	
  sold	
  a	
  quarter	
  acre	
  from	
  Lot	
  56	
  at	
  Stamford	
  to	
  a	
  John	
  Wilson	
  
(Niagara	
  Settlers	
  Land	
  Records,	
  Settlers	
  Records	
  “W”,	
  Stamford	
  Township,	
  Welland	
  County,	
  
‘Wilson,	
  John	
  (2)’,	
  06	
  Dec	
  1837.	
  https://sites.google.com/site/niagarasettlers2/stamford-­‐
settlers-­‐13	
  :	
  27	
  February	
  2014].	
  	
  	
  

10	
  	
   Three	
  Hannah	
  Gibson’s	
  were	
  baptised	
  at	
  Whitby	
  between	
  1790	
  and	
  1809,	
  any	
  of	
  whom	
  could	
  
have	
  travelled	
  on	
  the	
  Columbus.	
  	
  There	
  is	
  no	
  unmarried	
  Hannah	
  Gibson	
  in	
  the	
  1852	
  census	
  who	
  
might	
  be	
  her.	
  

11	
  	
   The	
  Reverend	
  Dr.	
  George	
  Young	
  (1777-­‐1848)11	
  was	
  a	
  Scot	
  from	
  Kirknewton,	
  Midlothian.	
  	
  He	
  
lived	
  in	
  Whitby	
  from	
  1805	
  and	
  must	
  have	
  been	
  well	
  known	
  to	
  John	
  being	
  also	
  a	
  member	
  of	
  the	
  
Whitby	
  Literary	
  and	
  Philosophical	
  Society.	
  	
  Many	
  of	
  his	
  writings	
  and	
  sermons	
  were	
  published	
  
and	
  he	
  was	
  a	
  noted	
  geologist.	
  	
  The	
  book	
  mentioned	
  may	
  well	
  have	
  been:	
  

Young,	
  Rev.	
  George.	
  (1832)	
  Lectures	
  on	
  the	
  Book	
  of	
  Jonah,	
  designed	
  chiefly	
  for	
  the	
  use	
  of	
  
seamen.	
  	
  London:	
  F.	
  Westley	
  and	
  A.H.	
  Davis.	
  	
  

12	
  	
   Some	
  way	
  south	
  of	
  where	
  they	
  needed	
  to	
  be	
  to	
  get	
  through	
  the	
  Cabot	
  Strait	
  and	
  then	
  into	
  the	
  
Gulf	
  of	
  St	
  Lawrence.	
  	
  Level	
  with	
  the	
  New	
  York/	
  New	
  Jersey	
  border.	
  

13	
  	
   The	
  bark	
  Helen	
  arrived	
  at	
  Quebec	
  on	
  23	
  May	
  with	
  18	
  settlers,	
  having	
  set	
  out	
  on	
  08	
  April	
  from	
  
Aberdeen.	
  

14	
  	
   The	
  Campion	
  and	
  the	
  Westminster	
  from	
  Hull	
  were	
  presumably	
  not	
  bound	
  for	
  Quebec	
  and	
  do	
  not	
  
appear	
  among	
  arrivals	
  there.	
  

15	
  	
   Mary	
  Chilton	
  (b.	
  1790),	
  sister	
  to	
  Henrietta	
  and	
  Eliza	
  Ann.	
  
16	
  	
   Hawes’s	
  commentary	
  on	
  the	
  Psalms	
  has	
  not	
  been	
  found,	
  but	
  the	
  name	
  may	
  be	
  mis-­‐transcribed.	
  	
  

There	
  is	
  a	
  well-­‐known	
  work	
  	
  –	
  Horne,	
  George.	
  (1776)	
  A	
  Commentary	
  on	
  the	
  Book	
  of	
  Psalms	
  –	
  that	
  
may	
  be	
  the	
  reference.	
  

17	
  	
   A	
  highly	
  influential	
  and	
  popular	
  protestant	
  devotional	
  work,	
  possibly	
  by	
  Richard	
  Allestree	
  but	
  
attributed	
  to	
  many	
  others.	
  

Anon.	
  (1659)	
  The	
  Practice	
  of	
  Christian	
  Graces,	
  or	
  The	
  Whole	
  Duty	
  of	
  Man.	
  	
  London:	
  T.	
  
Garthwait.	
  	
  

18	
  	
   Lobscouse	
  is	
  a	
  meat	
  stew,	
  generally	
  made	
  with	
  mutton,	
  and	
  notable	
  as	
  a	
  shipboard	
  item	
  based	
  
on	
  salted	
  meat.	
  	
  That	
  link	
  with	
  the	
  sea	
  and	
  sailors	
  led	
  to	
  Liverpudlians	
  becoming	
  known	
  as	
  
‘scousers.	
  

19	
  	
   Provisioning	
  for	
  the	
  journey	
  was	
  provided	
  by	
  John’s	
  father-­‐in-­‐law	
  Harrison	
  Chilton	
  who	
  had	
  
been	
  a	
  Captain	
  in	
  the	
  Honourable	
  East	
  India	
  Company	
  service	
  and	
  was	
  a	
  shipowner	
  at	
  Whitby	
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Strand.	
  	
  Ship’s	
  fare	
  was	
  notoriously	
  poor	
  but	
  the	
  Mewburn’s	
  seem	
  to	
  have	
  dined	
  extremely	
  well.	
  
To	
  have	
  had	
  their	
  own	
  livestock	
  is	
  remarkable.	
  	
  	
  
See	
  the	
  article	
  on	
  the	
  Mewburns	
  and	
  the	
  Chiltons	
  by	
  noted	
  musicologist	
  John	
  Mewburn	
  Levien:	
  

Levien,	
  John	
  Mewburn.	
  (1929)	
  ‘Two	
  Distinguished	
  Whitby	
  Families’,	
  Whitby	
  Gazette,	
  
Friday,	
  Nov	
  8th,	
  1929.	
  

20	
  	
   Youth’s	
  Magazine	
  ran	
  from	
  1805	
  to	
  1867	
  and	
  provided	
  informative	
  and	
  uplifting	
  articles	
  for	
  
children;	
  Cottage	
  Magazine	
  (1812-­‐1832)	
  was	
  otherwise	
  known	
  as	
  Plain	
  Christian’s	
  Library	
  and	
  
that	
  fairly	
  summarises	
  its	
  content.	
  

21	
  	
   Cholera	
  was	
  much	
  feared	
  at	
  the	
  time.	
  	
  The	
  island	
  of	
  Grosse	
  Île	
  had	
  been	
  opened	
  that	
  year	
  to	
  be	
  
the	
  quarantine	
  station	
  yet	
  the	
  Columbus	
  was	
  barely	
  delayed	
  since	
  John’s	
  authority	
  as	
  a	
  surgeon	
  
sufficed.	
  	
  The	
  Mewburn’s	
  were	
  fortunate	
  to	
  escape,	
  in	
  that	
  a	
  major	
  outbreak	
  occurred	
  at	
  Quebec	
  
just	
  days	
  after	
  their	
  arrival.	
  	
  Though	
  this	
  is	
  often	
  linked	
  to	
  the	
  arrival	
  of	
  the	
  Carricks	
  from	
  
Ireland	
  at	
  the	
  beginning	
  of	
  June,	
  cases	
  had	
  been	
  arriving	
  for	
  some	
  weeks	
  before	
  then.	
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   Margaret	
  Davidson	
  was	
  a	
  servant	
  in	
  the	
  Mewburn	
  household.	
  	
  She	
  was	
  still	
  with	
  them	
  (aged	
  64)	
  
in	
  the	
  1852	
  census	
  at	
  Stamford.	
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   Saint	
  Paul	
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  small	
  island	
  in	
  the	
  Cabot	
  Strait	
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  of	
  Cape	
  Breton	
  Island	
  beyond	
  
which	
  (to	
  the	
  west)	
  is	
  the	
  Gulf	
  of	
  St	
  Lawrence.	
  	
  It	
  belongs	
  to	
  Nova	
  Scotia.	
  	
  The	
  other,	
  north,	
  side	
  
of	
  the	
  Strait	
  is	
  Newfoundland.	
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   Bouchette,	
  Joseph.	
  (1815)	
  Topographical	
  Description	
  of	
  the	
  Province	
  of	
  Lower	
  Canada.	
  London:	
  
W.	
  Faden.	
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   The	
  Chambly	
  was	
  a	
  steamship	
  plying	
  the	
  St	
  Lawrence	
  between	
  Quebec	
  and	
  Montreal.	
  	
  
TheShipsList.com	
  has	
  the	
  Mewburn’s	
  shipping	
  on	
  30	
  May	
  1830	
  and	
  arriving	
  on	
  01	
  June.	
  	
  It	
  
seems	
  likely	
  that	
  the	
  typescript	
  is	
  in	
  error	
  in	
  giving	
  31	
  June	
  as	
  the	
  date	
  of	
  departure.	
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   The	
  Governor	
  of	
  Quebec	
  at	
  that	
  time	
  was	
  Lord	
  Matthew	
  Whitworth-­‐Aylmer	
  (1775-­‐1850),	
  5th	
  
Baron	
  Aylmer	
  (an	
  Irish	
  title)	
  –	
  see	
  Dictionary	
  of	
  Canadian	
  Biography,	
  
http://www.biographi.ca/en/bio/whitworth_aylmer_matthew_7E.html.	
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   Dr.	
  John	
  Skey	
  was	
  chief	
  military	
  medical	
  officer	
  then	
  Deputy	
  Inspector	
  of	
  Hospitals	
  for	
  Quebec,	
  
and	
  President	
  of	
  the	
  Quebec	
  Emigrant’s	
  Society.	
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   Despite	
  John’s	
  pleasure	
  at	
  being	
  noticed,	
  Lady	
  Aylmer’s	
  excuse	
  has	
  all	
  the	
  tone	
  of	
  an	
  aristocratic	
  
brush-­‐off.	
  	
  Perhaps	
  three	
  meetings	
  with	
  her	
  husband	
  had	
  been	
  enough	
  to	
  cover	
  the	
  social	
  
niceties?	
  	
  Lady	
  Aylmer	
  was	
  Louisa	
  Anne	
  Call	
  (c1777-­‐1862).	
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   Of	
  the	
  other	
  meetings	
  with	
  senior	
  members	
  of	
  society:	
  	
  
• the	
  Lord	
  Bishop	
  of	
  Quebec	
  was	
  the	
  Right	
  Reverend	
  Dr.	
  Charles	
  James	
  Stewart	
  (1775-­‐1837)	
  –	
  

see	
  Dictionary	
  of	
  Canadian	
  Biography,	
  
http://www.biographi.ca/en/bio/stewart_charles_james_7E.html;	
  	
  

• the	
  Chief	
  Justice	
  was	
  Jonathan	
  Sewell	
  (1766-­‐1839)	
  –	
  see	
  Dictionary	
  of	
  Canadian	
  Biography,	
  
http://www.biographi.ca/en/bio/sewell_jonathan_7E.html;	
  	
  

• the	
  Archdeacon	
  of	
  Quebec	
  was	
  Dr.	
  George	
  Jehoshaphat	
  Mountain	
  (1789-­‐1863),	
  later	
  to	
  be	
  
Bishop	
  of	
  Montreal	
  –	
  see	
  Dictionary	
  of	
  Canadian	
  Biography,	
  
http://www.biographi.ca/en/bio/mountain_george_jehoshaphat_9E.html.	
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  Book,	
  5	
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  F958-­‐10.	
  	
  
Toronto:	
  Archives	
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  Ontario,	
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   This	
  is	
  an	
  unpublished	
  and	
  not	
  fully	
  catalogued	
  set	
  of	
  documents	
  discovered	
  by	
  the	
  present	
  
author	
  who	
  commissioned	
  a	
  scan.	
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  England.	
  Bishop	
  Middleham,	
  Durham.	
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  Source	
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  Family	
  Search	
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